CHAPTER II
THE WORLD IN THE MELTING POT, 1914-1918

BY 1914 Western civilization dominated the world.
The civilizations of Islam, of India, and of China
still held sway over the minds of millions of Eastern
races, but these oriental ways of life and modes of thought
were fighting a losing battle against the energetic methods
of the white man.

Possessed of an urge towards what he describes as
" Progress," Western man, by the end of the nineteenth
century, had brought the negro peoples entirely under his
control, and had gone some way to achieving the same
result with the Eastern races. Japan eluded the grasp of
the West by apeing its methods; China survived through
sheer bulk and monumental massiveness, though even
there Western ideas started a revolution in 1911, the end
of which was not in sight in 1937. fodia, more uf&ted
and more prosperous under British rule than at any time
in her long and varied history* was becoming imbued
with democratic ideas*

Western man is endowed with the conquering spirit.
He struggles ceaselessly to unveil the secrets of nature
and use them for the easy production of wealth. He is
desirous of climbing the highest mountain and of ex-
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